
 
 

In Memory of  

Ryo Murakami 
(1979 – 2013)  

 
It is with tremendous sadness and grief that we mark the passing of our good friend, Ryo Murakami, 
the Director of Photography for Bill W. 
 
Ryo Murakami wasn’t our first cameraman – we had worked on the film for a couple of years before 
finding him – but he became our last. His dedication and commitment were unparalleled: no matter the 
circumstances or challenges, he always pushed himself and those around him to strive for excellence.   
Simply put, the film would not be what it is without Ryo’s contribution. 
 
Everyone who worked with Ryo witnessed his exceptional talent and devotion.  He traveled the world 
constantly, capturing stunning imagery in places as diverse as Iceland, Kenya, India, and his beloved 
homeland of Japan, for projects as diverse as feature films, music videos, commercials, and – perhaps 
most significantly – documentaries. His interest in real people and the truth of their lives never wavered.  
 
For many years, Ryo had a particular interest in the plight of the people of Liberia, especially the 
workers on the rubber plantations there.  In June, while in Liberia with several friends to film a movie, 
he contracted a severe strain of malaria.  When he returned home to New York he became very ill, and 
despite intensive medical treatment, and a valiant fight for his life, he died on June 29th. 
 
Ryo was an artist.  In simple terms, he captured beautiful images, and he understood how those images 
would be used to tell a story.  He possessed the innate compassion, insight, and vision – which can 
never really be expressed in words – that is the true mark of all genuine artists.  These qualities were 
impossible to miss for anyone lucky enough to have known him, and they are embedded in all the work 
Ryo left behind, for those who weren’t.     
 
There is no doubt Ryo would have produced work in the future even more beautiful and compelling 
than the work he leaves behind.  The world has lost a very talented cinematographer, and we have lost a 
dear friend.  We miss him terribly. 
 
Ryo left behind his wife and three children.  Anyone wishing to make a donation towards his children 
and their education can do so at www.ryomurakami.com 
 
 


